Is there any place for cytotoxic chemotherapy in endometrial cancer?
Cytotoxic chemotherapy has an established role in the treatment of many solid tumours that are considered to be incurable with any modern treatment method. Such treatment may result in an improvement in quality of life without influencing overall survival. In this chapter the evidence to support the use of chemotherapy in patients with advanced or recurrent endometrial adenocarcinoma is reviewed. The most effective single agent and combination treatments are outlined. Although evidence from randomized trials is limited, combination chemotherapy can lead to response rates of over 40% in patients with advanced disease. The role of chemotherapy as adjuvant treatment in patients with early-stage disease is less well defined and this treatment is not recommended outside a clinical trial. The role of chemotherapy for treatment of the aggressive histological variant, uterine papillary serous carcinoma is also discussed.